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PROMESA
2021 · 2024 · Lampshade, lamps, custom circuitry

C A R L O S  R E Y E S  S T U D I O
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PROMESA

Seven chrome floor lamps are conjoined by a single lampshade. The shade is

extruded around a circular diameter to form a tapered ring. It appears suspended,

even floating. The lightbulbs pulse slowly at varying speeds. Each lamp

corresponds to one of the seven regions used by Puerto Rico's electric utility,

Luma Energy. PROMESA, 2021, begins with the real-time output of Luma Energy's

tracking of power outages in Puerto Rico, subjecting the count of clients without

service to digital and electronic distortions that manifest as another system

entirely: the lighting in the gallery. All other lighting is switched off so that the

conjoined lamps condition the experience of the other works in the exhibition.

"For me a system is just another material, it's mechanical, it's malleable," Carlos

tells me.

Puerto Rico's exceptional status — neither State nor sovereign — meant it could

not claim Chapter 9 bankruptcy. In 2016, President Obama signed PROMESA

(The Puerto Rico Oversight, Management, and Economic Stability Act), creating a

one-way street out of a debt crisis that ceded democratic control of the Puerto

Rican economy to a US executive-appointed financial control board. What was

once the largest publicly owned utility in the US was privatized by this board and

fully replaced by Luma Energy in 2021. Financial ruin promises primitive

accumulation. Volatility for the people of Puerto Rico was transformed into an

investment opportunity. In Caguas, 3,670 clients are without service — between

one and two percent of the population.

PROMESA is also the quality and duration of light in the room. While the spatiality

of this light evinces a sense of intimacy as a condition of viewing, its simultaneity

obviates the distant, disconnected relation to the scene from which its facticity

derives. Carlos told me that while there are moments of crisis — after a major

storm, the power going out is devastating — there is also the lived sense of the

way the power just goes out. "The power just goes out, and that's life." It's not a

crisis on display here, but a process that exceeds the lamps, lampshade, and

circuitry in relation to an ambient geographical and historical situation of life

outside the gallery.

— Zoey Lubitz, 2021

Custom circuitry and computer program, 2021: Sam Wolk, Design Engineer. Updated control system,

2024: Christopher Paddock, Salience.
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PROMESA, 2021. Lampshade, lamps, custom circuitry. 50½ × 89 × 89 in. (128.3 × 226 × 226 cm).

Install view: Carlos Reyes: 18, MIT List Visual Arts Center, Cambridge, October 27, 2023 – March 10, 2024.

Photo: Dario Lasagni
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M A I N T E N A N C E

PROMESA, 2021 · PROMESA (Caguas), 2024

D E S C R I P T I O N

The work begins with the real-time monitoring of electrical power outages on the island of Puerto Rico.

Statistical data from LUMA Energy — the count of clients without service in the regions LUMA tracks —

is translated, through custom circuitry, into the slow pulsing of light in the gallery.

T E C H N I C A L  L I N E A G E  —  T W O  I T E R A T I O N S

PROMESA, 2021. Seven chrome floor lamps under a single extruded lampshade. Each bulb tied to one of

the seven LUMA regions. Designed by Sam Wolk, 2021. Raspberry Pi + DMX architecture; switched-

mode power supply for EU/UK voltages; auto-restart on loss of power; data sourced via OpenWeather

API and LUMA outage feed.

PROMESA (Caguas), 2024. Two IKEA desk lamps under a single lampshade, bases folding toward each

other (Venn diagram). One bulb tied to Caguas, one tethered to the local exhibition site. Updated by

Christopher Paddock, 2024 — smart LED bulbs with transmitter/receiver embedded in the socket,

replacing the earlier Pi + DMX architecture. Bulbs operate over WiFi; data continues to source from

LUMA Energy's live feed.

P O W E R  A N D  N E T W O R K  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Standard mains power for the lamps. WiFi access required for the data-driven bulb(s) to receive the

LUMA feed. At El Museo del Barrio (2024), the always-on bulb was on the guest network and the LUMA-

driven bulb on a separate network — venues should plan for two-network or VLAN-capable WiFi.

B U L B S  A N D  R E P L A C E M E N T

The smart bulbs are replaceable within their tier; replacement bulbs may differ in model so long as the

transmitter/receiver-in-socket architecture and warm tone are preserved. El Museo successfully

swapped in a different warm smart bulb during the run with no loss of effect.

L I G H T  A N D  A T M O S P H E R E

The work is intended as the light of the room, not an object lit alongside other lighting. Where possible,

all other gallery lighting should be switched off so the conjoined lamps condition the experience of the

work and the space.

S U S P E N S I O N  A N D  O R I E N T A T I O N

The lampshade hangs suspended, “almost floating.” Specific suspension hardware and mounting method

to be coordinated with the artist's studio for each install; ceiling-rated wire / chain length determined per

venue.

R E P A I R  A N D  S T U D I O  C O N T A C T

For technical questions, bulb / circuitry replacement, or installation coordination, contact Carlos Reyes

Studio (Caguas, Puerto Rico). The 2024 control architecture is maintained by Christopher Paddock

(chris@salience.io); the 2021 architecture documentation is held in the artist's archive (Sam Wolk SoW,

June 2021).


